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General Conference Information 
The Registration Procedure: Because the registra-
tion process has been changed for the coming General 
Conference, some people may be a bit confused. An 
attempt is herewith made to explain the new plan, step 
by step. 
First: Fill in Form 1-A and 1-B included in the 
February 25 Evangelical Visitor by May 15. Send to 
Paul Hostetler, enclosing $12.00 for each person 18 
years old and over. This is the Conference registration 
fee to help cover Conference expenses. 
Second: The Convention Director will then send 
you forms for registration for rooms and/or meals at 
McMaster University, if requested. These should be 
filled in and returned directly to McMaster University, 
along with the full payment for rooms and meals 
desired. (Please read the full refund provisions care-
fully.) Note that prices are quoted in Canadian funds, 
with an approximate 10% discount if paid in U.S. 
funds. At the present time U.S. people can effect more 
than a 15% discount by changing their money into 
Canadian funds at their local bank and then paying for 
meals and lodging in Canadian funds. 
Third: Fill in Form 2-A and 2-B, also in the Febru-
ary 25 Evangelical Visitor, and send to Claude Winger 
by June 15. Please fill this in regardless of how you 
plan to travel. 
Fourth: When you arrive at McMaster, whether on 
Friday or Saturday (or later), go to McMaster's regis-
tration desk in the Commons Building and pick up 
your room key, meal tickets, and parking pass. If you 
prefer, you may then get settled into your room. 
Fifth: You can also complete your General Confer-
ence registration in the Commons Building. You will 
begin by picking up your name tag and Conference 
Packet. Those who are members of the General Con-
ference should next register with the Credentials 
Committee. Both they and other guests will then have 
opportunity to sign up for various kinds of Conference 
activities, including workshops, special meals, and 
youth programs. Registration will open at 9:00 a.m. on 
Saturday, June 28, and continue through the noon 
hour until 2:30 p.m. The opening session of General 
Conference is at 3:00 p.m. 
Once again children through age 11 will have super-
vised activities similar to those at previous Conferen-
ces. Excellent youth activities are also being planned. 
More details on these will soon be forthcoming. 
An 11:00 p.m. curfew will be observed each night of 
the Conference. All persons should be in their rooms 
by that hour unless involved in approved activities 
elsewhere. This does not mean "lights out," but it does 
mean subdued conversation in the rooms. 
For more information or more registration forms, 
contact your pastor or the Convention Director, Paul 
Hostetler, Grantham, PA 17027. Phone (717) 766-2621. 
From the Editor 
It is unusual. Including the passing of Editor John 
Zercher last August, we include in this issue the obituary of 
the fifth pastor or leader in our Brotherhood, Rev. Harry 
Bert. 
Read the interesting account of "Abie" Eisenhower as 
written by one who knew him well in later years. Note the 
account of a visit to Messiah Village. "Why Not Write it 
Down" is a good way to help remember. Church news, 
missions, General Conference information, are all designed 
to keep you 'in touch.' 
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"C. R. Heisey 
The chief character in our story was an uncle in the Kansas family line f rom whence came the famous 
Commander in Chief of the Allied 
Armies of World War I. Another 
nephew was a highly respected profes-
sor in the universities of our nation. 
This man's training was in the realm of 
animal husbandry, a Veterinarian 
skilled in assisting farmers troubled 
with disturbances in the health of their 
livestock. However, our interest in 
Abraham Eisenhower (or "Abie" as he 
was known) is in another area. 
His deepest heart concern was in 
behalf of the soul welfare of his fellow 
men; he had heard and accepted the 
call of God to the Gospel Ministry. 
You will not find his name mentioned 
in the history books written by men. 
This business to which he gave his 
attention is counted "foolishness" to 
them. But, in spite of his idiosyncra-
sies, and he had them, it is entirely 
possible that in the annals of eternity 
his name will be among those "of 
whom the world is not worthy." 
He might be called a "prairie preach-
er." When he referred to his experience 
in meeting God personally he would 
mention "running around in a buffalo 
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wallow shouting glory"; so real and 
inspiring was the presence of Christ 
that his small frame could scarcely 
contain it. This was a characteristic— 
he seemed to have a dynamo within 
too strong for his body to control. 
When he preached he often performed 
in a manner not always in keeping with 
generally accepted practices of a pul-
piteer. He could not always be con-
tained within the restricted confines of 
the pulpit. He might be all around it or 
even in the aisles. One little girl now a 
veteran of years of service for God, 
said he was "the preacher who jumped." 
There seemed to be no limit to his 
boundless energy in making known 
the Gospel truth which so gripped his 
soul. To assist in evangelizing com-
munities farther out he equipped a 
"Gospel Wagon" for service, a rather 
new idea for the church of which he 
was a part. 
His concern that proper Christian 
behavior accompany Christian testi-
mony was one of his strong points. 
This was sometimes expressed rather 
straightforwardly and so bluntly as to 
be harsh. One teenager, now a great-
grandmother, tells of a time when he 
pointed his finger at her and repri-
manded her for a social choice she had 
made of which he did not approve. A 
young mother, also a present great-
grandmother, tells of a time when her 
little girl caused disturbance while he 
was preaching. Although she took her 
out and punished her, afterwards she 
received a lecture on proper child dis-
cipline, which she did not fully ap-
preciate—perhaps, because though 
Brother Eisenhower had managed an 
orphanage acceptably, yet he had never 
had children of his own. 
All this I have mentioned in order 
that we might be acquainted with the 
character of the man about whom we 
have a story to tell. 
His last days were spent in Califor-
nia as a member of the Upland congre-
gation. His energy had abated. He 
almost lost his voice entirely, being 
able to talk only in a strong whisper. 
He would sit on the front seat of the 
sanctuary with his wife and give atten-
tion to the message being spoken. It 
was an inspiration to see his face light 
up as he would lift his hand and say, 
"Amen," or other few words, weakly 
but surely, expressing appreciation for 
some truth being given. 
The closing days of his life required 
all night vigils, one of which I shared 
with his wife who was faithfully caring 
for him. It was during this night-time 
watch that she told me the story I am 
about to relate. 
They were living in Oklahoma man-
aging a dairy and he would deliver 
milk to the residents of what is now 
known as the City of Thomas. In those 
early days it was a pioneer town in 
which the man whose name it bears 
was an influential property owner and 
organizer and perhaps the mayor. His 
property ownership included a farm 
on the outskirts of the village which lay 
alongside the field farmed by Brother 
Eisenhower. Mr. Thomas was an athe-
ist. Naturally one would not expect the 
society inspired by his leadership to 
meet the approval of a holiness preacher. 
Many times this preacher was heard to 
"grieve and lament over all the detes-
table things that are done in it" (Ezek. 
9:4 NIV). There was much consump-
tion of liquor and the kind of conduct 
inspired by liquid spirits. 
I do not know the details as to just 
how Brother Eisenhower's burden for 
their spiritual welfare was transferred 
to them but it is very evident they knew 
about it for Mr. Thomas was keenly 
conscious of it. On an occasion some-
where, and it wasn't in secret, the 
preacher's concern overflowed in a 
prayer in which he said, "O Lord, send 
us either a revival or a tornado." We 
shall see that this prayer was heard by 
God also. 
Bordering fields of their respective 
farms were sown in wheat. It was 
growing beautifully. Everything point-
ed to a bumper crop of grain, alike in 
both fields. A tornado came! The 
preacher's wheat was completely ruined. 
There was nothing! He disked it up! 
Across the fence the atheist's field 
wasn't touched. Those who are ac-
quainted with such storms know that 
such things can happen just that way 
to two houses or two fields side by side 
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in such a storm. Mr. Thomas saw to it 
that he came into contact with the 
preacher soon, as you might suppose, 
and it wasn't for the purpose of express-
ing sympathy either, as you might also 
suppose. When they met he said, "You 
know what you prayed." Abie replied 
in a rather droll manner as only he 
could do it, "Yes, I know." 
One need not stretch his imagina-
tion one bit to sense the spirit of ela-
tion which possessed the mayor of 
Thomas in this moment of seeming 
triumph over the preacher. But, al-
though the mill of God grinds slowly, 
it surely does grind until there is grist 
to his liking. And God doesn't always 
settle accounts at the close of the har-
vesting season. 
It so happened that there was threat-
ening weather at the time of harvest. In 
their eagerness to preserve the bounte-
ous crop at hand they rushed into 
harvest. They filled their granaries 
with beautiful grain. It was in storage 
awaiting the moment to arrive when it 
could be transferred into cash and add 
a bounteous sum to the already plen-
teous bank account. But, alas, when 
the bins were opened the grain was 
found to be so moldy it was unfit even 
to feed to the hogs. 
Across the fence there was a differ-
ent story to tell. In that field, which 
had presented so discouraging a pros-
pect, volunteer wheat came up and 
grew and grew and grew. The preacher 
bought steers and turned them into 
this luxuriant growth; they grew fatter 
and fatter and fatter. When he took 
them to market he came home with 
more money to deposit to his bank 
account than he would have had if the 
wheat crop had not been destroyed. 
We have to use our imagination to 
finish the story for I do not recall that 
Mrs. Eisenhower told me anything 
more about the preacher and the athe-
ist. But I have an idea there was some 
shouting in the camp of the saints after 
that when that preacher spoke about 
God's care for his children. It may even 
have added additional height to his 
jump. 
Now this isn't a sermon but well it 
might be, based on the meditation of 
the psalmist (Ps. 73:12-17 NIV). One 
could imagine thoughts like these pre-
senting themselves to the preacher dur-
ing those several months he had to 
watch his neighbor's growing grain 
beside his damaged field. 
"This is what the wicked are like— 
always carefree, they increase in 
wealth. 
Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; 
in vain have I washed my hands in 
innocence. 
All day long I have been plagued; 
I have been punished every morning. 
If I had said, 'I will speak thus,' 
I would have betrayed this genera-
tion of children. 
When I tried to understand all this, 
it was oppressive to me 
Till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
Then I understood their final destiny." 
I doubt not that his conclusion 
would have been in accord with that of 
the psalmist expressed in verses 27-28: 
"Those who are far from you will 
perish; 
You destroy all who are unfaithful 
to you. 
But as for me, it is good to be near to 
God. 
I have made the sovereign Lord my 
refuge; 
I will tell of all your deeds." 
*A former pastor of the Upland Brethren in 
Christ Church, California, now retired. 
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Tributes to the Memory and Ministry of Harry Bert 
Harry D. Bert 
Rev. Harry D. Bert, Refton, Pa., was born to the late 
Laban and Leah Bert September 29, 1932 in Franklin 
County, Pa. He passed away in Jerusalem, Israel, very 
suddenly of a heart attack, January 14, 1980. His wife, 
Gladys Lehman Bert and children, Marlin and Melissa, 
survive. Also surviving are two brothers, LeRoy and Mon-
roe. Brother and Sister Bert were touring the Holy Land 
with five additional people from the Refton congregation. 
Harry was a graduate of Messiah College with the THB 
degree. He was serving in his third pastorate. He pastored 
at Mt. Rock, near Shippensburg, Pa., 1963-70; Mt. Pleas-
ant congregation near Mt. Joy, Pa., 1970-76. He was serv-
ing the Refton congregation at the time of his passing. 
Two memorial services were held: Air Hill, January 19, 
7:30 p.m.; Refton, January 20,2:30 p.m. Bishops Henry A. 
Ginder, John A. Byers, and Charlie B. Byers conducted the 
services, assisted by Keith Ulery, J. Robert Lehman, Greg 
Funk, and Clark Hock. 
The body was buried in a private service January 21 in 
the Air Hill Cemetery. 
The very sudden and unexpected passing of Pastor 
Harry Bert has left an indescribable impact on our church 
family and community. We as humans do not comprehend 
or understand Divine wisdom. 
Many words of appreciation for Pastor Bert have been 
received. As a man of God he was recognized for his deep 
love for Jesus Christ, love for his family, love for the 
congregation and love for the community. He gave of 
himself unselfishly in reaching out to the less fortunate, 
sharing with those who had needs in the community. He 
expressed honesty and sincerity in the performance of his 
work. 
The words of Paul in Romans 14 come to mind: 
"Whether we live or die, we are the Lord's." In life and in 
death our departed brother is the Lord's. The Lord Jesus 
Christ has been glorified both in his life and in his death. 
To you, Gladys, Marlin, and Melissa, we extend our 
heartfelt sympathy and prayers. We love you and want you 
to know that we stand behind you in the difficulties which 
lie ahead. 
Donald Winters, Church Board Sec'y. 
Refton Congregation 
In the passing of Harry Bert, the Atlantic Conference 
has lost a man deeply committed to the call of the Ministry 
and very much concerned about his people. His first 
pastorate in the Conference was at Mt. Pleasant and for 
the past two and a half years he has pastored at Refton. 
Now his voice is silent, but his teaching and influence will 
live on in the hearts of those he has touched. 
Harry was a "people's" pastor. He had a heart of com-
passion that enabled him to sense the need and hurt of 
others. Families and youth were loved alike. His words of 
counsel and moments of sharing were times to be cher-
ished. Although he was not a brother given to much 
expression, his words were weighed carefully and his teach-
ing and influence will be leaven in the hearts of those he 
touched. Now his voice is silent and the Atlantic Confer-
ence has lost a brother beloved. 
To you, Gladys, Marlin, and Melissa, we share in your 
loss but are grateful for the hope of the resurrection. We 
give to you our love and assure you of our prayers and 
support in the coming days. 
Bishop John A. Byers 
Atlantic Conference 
We thank God for Harry's life and ministry at Mt. Rock. 
Our lives have been blessed because of his ministry. 
We especially remember a study of the Book of Revela-
tion and how Harry pointed out the Coming of the Lord 
collectively and individually. 
Mt. Rock Congregation, 
Benjamin Musser, Sec'y. 
Harry Bert was a well known member of the Willow 
Street Ministerial Association. He served the Lancaster 
Community in a selfless manner, a way that did not make 
the headlines. For five years he gave his time to a public 
service agency known to us as Contact. It was here that 
troubled people could call for assistance in time of emo-
tional and mental stress. Harry had the distinct honor of 
becoming a member of their 500 Club which was in recog-
nition of having given more than 500 hours in this Listen-
ing, Healing Ministry. He was a very dependable, respon-
sible, and caring person. Only eternity will reveal the 
comfort and support he gave to people in times of great 
stress. 
Robert Breneman, President 
Dennis Snovel, Secretary 
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Gaining firsthand information during a recent tour 
of the Messiah Village Children's Family Center are 
Mrs. Ginny Thornburgh (I), wife of Pennsylvania 
Governor Dick Thornburgh; Gornam L. Black, Jr., 
Secretary of the newly created Pennsylvania De-
partment of Aging, and Mrs. Dolly Tunney, Director 
of the Department's Advocacy Bureau. (Mrs. 
David Wenger sitting in the bacKground.) The 
group visited Messiah Village to study the CFC 
concept that permits young and old to grow 
and experience things together, with the 
possibility that the unique concept could be 
extended to other retirement/nursing homes 
in the State. 
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The Church and the Christian Family 
by Ted Ward 
What is happening to the family in North America? We 
live in a society that has learned to accept divorce as a way 
of life, that expects very little from the home, and that is 
aggressively destroying traditions without first asking if 
there is something of value to replace them. 
And in the next quarter century, we can expect the ways 
of the secular society and the ways of the church to become 
even more sharply contrasting. The church needs the fam-
ily. The Christian family is described by biblical precepts 
and models, and the family unit performs certain functions 
essential to the church. Understanding the biblical teach-
ings about the nature of the church, for example, depends 
on experiences in the family; the biblical language and 
word pictures of church relationships assume that the 
hearer has had experiences in a certain sort of family. 
Indeed, it is in that certain sort of family that the awareness 
of God develops in the child. 
In contrast, the twentieth century has so far unfolded as 
an era of organization and delegation. Excessive confi-
dence in organizations has led families to entrust responsi-
bilities that cannot rightly be delegated to the institutional 
forms of school and church. 
Distinctive Values in the Christian Family 
1. The sanctity of and commitment to the marriage 
relationship. 
2. The home as a place of warmth, nurture, acceptance 
and healthy stimulation. 
3. Growth in grace and the knowledge of God as a 
family and as individuals through the Bible and 
its implementation in a just, merciful and loving 
lifestyle. 
4. Involvement in outreach, through the church, partici-
pating in God's redeeming work in society. 
It is the family's responsibility—not the school's or the 
church's—to provide warmth, nurture, security, and the 
stimulation of verbalized ideas and widely selected expe-
riences. The school can be a supplement but not a 
replacement. 
It is the responsibility of the family to share with the 
child the reading aloud of Scripture, the communication of 
prayer and the consciousness of a covenant relationship 
with the heavenly Father. Further, the family is the appar-
ently irreplaceable center of moral development for the 
young child, providing a safe and accepting setting in 
which moral ambiguity and uncertainty can be explored 
honestly. The church can be a supplement but not a 
replacement, and the church, for its part, should be careful 
not to weaken the family through programs that usurp 
family functions. 
For Americans in general, parenthood is treated as an 
instinctive function: when it happens to you, you are sup-
posed to know what to do. And the result of such neglect, 
coupled with a social structure loaded with diversions that 
make family seem less important, is a breakdown of the 
home. In the secular society, it's "no big deal." But the 
church must show more concern for what it could and 
should be doing to provide training for effective parenthood. 
What Can the Church Do? 
—First, we need a commitment to do something worth-
while, not merely to dash off in all directions with new 
programs. Recent research breakthroughs offer insights 
into how values develop and what parents, teachers and 
pastors can do to make a difference. Many of the new 
discoveries reinforce the teaching of the Word of God. 
Lawrence Kohlberg of Harvard, for example, has found 
that the quality of justice in a person's environment is a 
factor determining his development into higher stages of 
valuejudgment. This comes as an affirmation of the Word 
of God. Christ's quotation of Hosea in the Matthew 
account, "I desire compassion more than sacrifice," reminds 
us that the Lord calls us to a life of godly mercy and justice 
among men, not to some mechanical conformity to a reli-
gious ritual. 
—Second, we need a prophetic voice in the pulpit 
reminding us of what God says about the nature of the 
family and its relationship to God's covenant with his 
people. When this prophetic voice is boldly keyed to God's 
righteous nature of mercy, love and justice, the Christian 
family will become a real contrast to the secular family— 
the viable option that is muffled and foggy today. 
—Thirdly, we need a sense of history and an awareness 
of where the secular society is headed. We have tended to 
accept the ways of the secular society as our own standards 
("After all, this is a Christian country, isn't it?") but the 
time for a clearer sense of judgment is long overdue. As 
Christians, we are a peculiar people. Being "in the world 
but not of the world" is a much more challenging task than 
North American Christianity has ever accepted. 
Dr. Ward is professor of Curriculum Research at Michigan State 
University and was recently cited by the Dag Hammarskjold Foundation 
for work in "human development in the non-aligned nations." 
March 25, 1980 7 
Loving, caring relationships within the Body of Christ have a unique 
lasting quality. The bonds of love shared by Christian brothers and 
sisters and co-workers, as a result of their mutualfaith, are not broken 
by geographic separation. The following accounts illustrate that this 
can be true in cross-cultural settings: 
Holiday Visit to the FURUSATO 
The word furusato means the place where you were born 
and raised, the "home place." The Japanese have long had 
respect for family "roots" and the New Year's holiday 
season is a traditional time to go back to visit the home 
place. This past Christmas we joined the crowds in the 
exodus from the cities to the rural areas when we returned 
to our children's furusato in Yamaguchi Ken. 
Ever since we had returned to Japan this past summer 
the Yamaguchi church people had been asking when we 
would visit them. They wanted Marlin and me to be sure to 
bring our children, Brian, Elaine and Steven. During the 
fall we were too busy with school, so we decided to visit 
Yamaguchi during the Christmas holiday. We left Tokyo 
as soon as school was out at CAJ (Christian Academy of 
Japan) and took the overnight train to Yamaguchi. 
We arrived in Nishiichi on Saturday morning in time for 
the children to attend their old elementary and junior high 
schools (Japanese schools meet until noon on Saturday). 
Brian, Elaine and Steven enjoyed seeing their former 
teachers and school friends. Brian's third year junior high 
class set aside one hour for students to ask him questions 
about his U.S. school life. While the children were in 
school Marlin and I had time to visit friends and former 
neighbors in Nishiichi. 
After this nostalgic day's visit our family went to Takibe 
for their Saturday evening Christmas program. From 
there we went to Nagato, where we stayed for the night. 
Early Sunday morning we left for Hagi to attend their 
Christmas program, complete with morning worship, 
noon meal, and children's program in the afternoon. The 
program included a puppet presentation by the Sunday 
school children. It was good to see these children take an 
active part in the church program. Hagi is doing well in 
nurturing the children of the church. 
Late Sunday afternoon we returned to Nagato for their 
evening adult Christmas program and candle service. On 
Monday our children stayed at Nagato and attended their 
children's Christmas program while Marlin and I went to 
Shimonoseki. We made several contacts on the way and 
attended a very meaningful Christmas Eve worship service 
at the church. On Tuesday we visited with church members 
and had a good discussion time with the Shimonoseki 
church leaders, then returned to Nagato for an English 
class reunion. Wednesday we were back at Shimonoseki 
for the weekly ladies' Bible study. The meeting was open 
for anyone to attend and 35 adults were present, many of 
whom could not have attended an evening meeting. We 
were impressed by how well the Shimonoseki church is 
growing and reaching out to new people. It was encourag-
ing to us to see this after being gone for 1 Vi years. 
The churches expressed appreciation for our visit and 
were glad we had brought our children. It means a lot to 
them when people return to visit their furusato. It makes 
them feel that they are not forgotten. We thoroughly 
enjoyed our trip and felt it was mutually encouraging to the 
Yamaguchi churches and to our family. As we live and 
work in Tokyo we hope our children can keep their warm 
ties to their furusato in Yamaguchi Ken. 
— Ruth Zook, Tokyo 
In Memory of Bina Rozinah 
Bina Rozinah (Dainah Milimo) went to be with the Lord 
on December 4, 1979, after an acute illness at Macha 
Hospital in Zambia. Her death was accompanied by a 
sense of shock and feelings of grief among those who knew 
and loved her. 
Bina Rozinah was a native of the Macha area and 
attended the school at Macha. A credit to her training, she 
assisted Verda Moyer in clinic work when Miss Moyer first 
went to Macha in 1934. The mother of six children, Bina 
Rozinah lost her husband in 1956. 
For the past number of years she had worked as a tailor 
at Macha Hospital, achieving a level of expertise that will 
create a serious loss to the hospital program. Her Christian 
testimony and leadership abilities were continually evi-
dent. In a letter to Miss Moyer last year, Bina Rozinah 
extended greetings to all who knew her and requested 
prayer for herself and her children. Our family, only four 
of her many "children," will sorely miss her support. 
—Esther Spurrier, Massachusetts 
Bina Rozinah was an able seamstress. Here she is shown in her 
work at Macha Hospital. 







"I thank my God every time I remember you. 
In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray 
with joy because of your partnership in the 
gospel from the first day until now, being 
confident of this, that he who began a good 
work in you will carry it on to completion 
until the day of Christ Jesus." Phil. 1:3-6 
(NIV). J / 
These reports from Mission and Extension churches give us the 
opportunity to be partners with them in sharing the gospel. Let's make 
their praise and concerns part of our prayer life. 
CALGARY, ALBERTA 
Excitement—new experiences—challenge! These words 
describe a new emerging church in the city of Calgary.. . . 
With our home serving as the base of the ministry, we 
began Sunday morning worship the last of August. The 
first Sunday of November we moved Sunday school and 
worship service to a local high school auditorium, and now 
we are constantly attempting to bring broader public vis-
ibility. There are approximately 30 people who are regu-
larly involved with our church ministry touching nearly 80 
persons through Bible studies, clubs and women's share 
groups. 
Pray with us that we will discover bridges into people's 
lives. Ask God to give us dedicated Christian persons and 
families who will commit themselves to the joys and strug-
gles of an emerging congregation. The prayers and interest 
of the general brotherhood are so much appreciated. While 
we are six hours away from any other Brethren in Christ 
churches, we desire to be a meaningful extension of your 
mission concern. 
—W. Dale Allison, pastor 
DE ROSSETT—SPARTA, TENNESSEE 
. . . . The acceptance, love and support of the people here 
have been marvelous. We have found an eagerness and 
willingness to work together and share in the whole pro-
gram. There is a strong desire to see our church again have 
a community-wide witness and influence. 
There are two things that seem to hold high priority now 
in our people's thinking—let's get our church building 
finished and let's work to have it filled with people from the 
community. . . . 
Interest in personal witnessing and soul-winning has 
been growing and we are now using our Wednesday eve-
nings to teach principles and methods in preparation for 
active participation. . . . 
We have potential for growth, we have interest in 
growth, we are preparing to grow. 
—Glenn A. Hensel, pastor 
HOLDEN PARK—ORLANDO, FLORIDA 
The Lord blessed Holden Park financially this year, as 
God's people were obedient to His direction . . . I believe 
the upward trend which the congregation is experiencing 
relates directly to a spiritual renewal that is evident in the 
lives of various individuals. A number of conversions, 
recommitments, infillings of the Spirit, and seeking assur-
ance have taken place around the altar and elsewhere. For 
this we praise the Lord and seek his continued movement 
upon his people here so that others may experience the 
same. . . . 
—Larry Steffee, pastor 
WESTHEIGHTS—KITCHENER, ONTARIO 
During the past number of years, the concerned efforts 
of Brethren in Christ living in Kitchener resulted in a 
number of people finding Christ. The nurture of these new 
Christians occurred in local Bible study groups and 
through the Rosebank congregation. As the Rosebank 
church filled to capacity, the congregation decided it was 
time to "hive o f f ' and begin a daughter church in coopera-
tion with the Canadian Conference in the city of Kitchener. 
In the fall of 1978 and the spring of 1979, Pastor Ronald 
Lofthouse cared for both congregations. In August 1979, 
Phil and Judy Keefer and family came from Grantham to 
pastor the congregation. Prior to their coming, Charter 
Membership Sunday was recognized and the congregation 
organized. At that point, 56 persons joined the church, 28 
of whom were relatively new Christians and 46 who lived in 
the city. 
Significant growth occurred during the fall months with 
seven new families/units attaching themselves since Sep-
tember. Sunday morning attendance now averages about 
95 and evening 45. The "church" worships and studies in a 
school in the morning and in the Keefer's rec room in the 
evenings. The one adult Sunday school class has expanded 
to three. Pastor Keefer considers the consistent genuine 
involvement of the laity in caring for each other, along with 
the overwhelming warmth of the body, to be the reasons 
for the growth of the church. 
God will continue to do great things for this new church 
as you join in prayer support for the Keefers and the new 
members who are being added to the church. 
—Harvey R. Sider, bishop, 
Canadian Conference 
(Church Planting, Extension Update) 
to page 11 





Make City Dwellings 
Livable 
Walk into one of the unoccupied row houses in south-
east Lancaster, Pa., and you may find some volunteers 
hard at work painting, putting up drywall, or repairing a 
broken door. The volunteers are Mennonite Central 
Committee workers; the run-down house has been pur-
chased by Menno Housing, Inc., at low cost. 
Eventually the house will be rented at a reasonable rate 
to a minority or low-income family who could not other-
wise afford the residence. Menno Housing's job is to turn 
the otherwise unfit houses into comfortable, livable homes. 
Menno Housing, Inc., was formed in 1967 by Christians 
in Lancaster County who were concerned about deplora-
ble living conditions among low-income and minority fam-
ilies. They realized the need for such an organization when 
they ran into trouble trying to find housing in Lancaster 
for minority friends. 
Incensed at such injustice, the concerned persons formed 
a corporation, pooled funds, bought several houses and 
fixed them up through their own labor. Menno Housing 
had begun, at least a partial answer to the housing squeeze 
in Lancaster. 
Now, after almost 13 years of operation, Menno Hous-
ing has expanded over the southeast section of Lancaster. 
Some 55 houses are being rented at present, with about 55 
percent Hispanic occupancy, 25 percent black, 20 percent 
white. 
Richard Martin, executive director of the organization, 
says that poor housing conditions are all too common. 
"There is a big housing shortage so tenants must take what 
they can get." Low incomes and inability to obtain credit, 
compounded with the need to pay gas, fuel and electric 
bills, create a need for adequate housing for these tenants. 
"We want to help people use what they have wisely so 
they can at least survive. Middle income people can re-
cover, but the poor cannot. They live in constant crisis," 
says Martin. 
By buying, repairing, and then renting houses to people 
who would not otherwise be able to afford them, Menno 
Housing works at alleviating "the conditions which breed 
hatred, crime, and violence," as worded in its original 
statement of purpose. 
One question Menno Housing wants to be conscious of 
is that values of property adjacent to the renovated hous-
Putting in a ceiling is one of the many skills that MCC worker 
Keith Barr is called upon to do in his work with Menno Housing. 
Keith and his wife, Charlene, are members of the Grantham 
Brethren in Christ Church. 
ing often increase; thus it could cause further displacement 
of the low-income community. 
The biggest expense continues to be interest. Properties 
are heavily mortgaged, with loans secured from interested 
individuals and financing institutions. No and low-interest 
loans can put a big dent in the annual expenditures. 
Menno Housing provides employment for young minor-
ity trainees through the Mennonite Minority Employment 
Program of MCC. It would like to be a setting in which 
minority youth can gain skills in home repair so they can 
help alleviate the tight housing situation in their own 
communities. 
MCC has assisted Menno Housing substantially through 
loans; a number of MCC staff have also served as officers 
for the organization. Some MCC staff have also volun-
teered time to help with initial labor on preparation of 
houses for major renovation. 
Direct involvement, however, comes through the daily 
efforts of the volunteers who take hammer and screwdriver 
in hand, ready to do whatever jobs may be assigned that 
day. Keith Barr of Grantham, Pa., a worker since fall, and 
Berdette Reeser of Shedd, Oreg., who has recently joined 
him, are both serving two-year MCC voluntary service 
terms with Menno Housing. 
Both exterior and interior work on the not-yet-occupied 
houses constitute a day's labor. Anything from roofing to 
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installing rain gutters, plastering, painting, remodeling 
bathrooms and kitchens, installing or insulating ceilings, 
paneling walls, or hanging storm windows may be needed. 
Frequently, requests for repair jobs also call the volun-
teers when tenants already living in the houses need emer-
gency work. The most frequent repair job is fixing broken 
windows and storm doors, but others may include replac-
ing faucet washers, door latches, electrical switches and 
non-working furnaces. 
"I find it challenging to take a run-down house and make 
it into a nice-looking efficient home," says Barr. "With 
rising costs it is a challenge to do that at as low cost as 
possible. Of course we don't sacrifice the quality of the 
finished house just to save money." Total investment per 
house is about $17,000. 
Partners 
from page 9 
SUNNYMEAD, CALIFORNIA 
For the Open Bible Community Church, God's promise 
that "old things will pass away and, behold, all things 
become new" is a living reality. New members of the Body 
here remind us again and again of the "born again" new-
ness found in Jesus Christ. . . . 
—Kevin Longenecker, pastor 
TIMBER BAY, SASKATCHEWAN 
The Timber Bay Brethren in Christ Church continues to 
be a unique church as we minister to many children and 
youth of Cree Indian and Metis lifestyle backgrounds. 
Here are some ways in which we have tried to meet their 
spiritual needs: 
—A Native Youth Seminar on dating, marriage, etc. 
Materials written for native youth were used for several 
weeks after the seminar. 
—Victoria Day weekend canoe trip with a Sioux 
evangelist. 
Day to day work with the needy of Lancaster is satisfy-
ing for the volunteers. As the volunteers see it, the main 
service they provide is relief for many residents whose 
housing is not adequate because properties are not prop-
erly cared for by their owners. 
"We try to keep our houses in repair as much as possible 
by responding to the complaints of the tenants imme-
diately, especially if there is a problem which involves the 
safety of the residents," says Barr. 
Others best understand the love of God in the context of 
actions, says the Menno Housing statement of purpose. 
Through continued support by MCC, both financially and 
by supplying volunteers, Menno Housing is continuing to 
help provide that kind of love concretely. 
—Vacation Bible School in Indian fashion—camping 
on the lake shore, picking blueberries, sharing around 
campfires, and questions late into the night while snuggled 
in sleeping bags. . . . 
—Howard Rensberry, pastor 
NEW LIFE—PORTLAND, OREGON 
. . . . We are attempting to become established in the 
community as a new church . . . It has been a tedious task in 
discovering where God would have us establish a church in 
a metropolitan area of over 500,000 people, but we feel this 
is the location where he would have us harvest. We are in 
an area where 79-82 percent of the people are unchurched. 
Pray with us as we work with the Lord in seeing the 
Kingdom of God grow and the forces of darkness driven 
back. 
—John Fries, Jr., pastor 




C H R I S T I A N E M P L O Y M E N T 
O P P O R T U N I T Y 
A p p l i c a n t s a r e invi ted f o r a D e a n 
of Boys a t N i a g a r a C h r i s t i a n Co l -
lege. T h e D o r m D e a n a d m i n i s t e r s 
a d o r m i t o r y of a b o u t 50 boys . A 
r e a s o n a b l y w e l l - a p p o i n t e d 3 -bed -
r o o m a p a r t m e n t buil t in to the d o r m -
i t o r y p r o v i d e s s a t i s f a c t o r y f a m i l y 
p r ivacy . A p p l i c a n t s s h o u l d h a v e 
ab i l i ty in counse l l i ng . D u t i e s t o 
c o m m e n c e A u g u s t 1980. A p p l i c a -
t i o n s a n d inqu i r i e s to : D e a n of 
S t u d e n t Life , N i a g a r a C h r i s t i a n 
Co l l ege , 2619 N i a g a r a P a r k w a y , 
F o r t Erie , O n t a r i o , L 2 A 5 M 4 . 
Conference News 
Allegheny 
Twelve missionary personnel shared in a mis-
sionary conference held by the Air Hill congre-
gation on March 22 and 23. A fellowship meal 
began the weekend conference on Saturday 
evening. • The Singing Seminarians, a 40-voice 
male chorus f rom Asbury Theological Semi-
nary, presented a concert of sacred music to the 
Fairview Avenue congregation on Saturday 
evening, March 22. 
The Green Spring congregation reports recent 
guest speakers for the church were Rev. Rodger 
Thomas, Rev. John Geyer, and Rev. Russel 
Baer, while the pastor, Rev. Lome Lichty, 
shared at Camp Freedom and Sunnybreeze 
Camp in Florida. • A dedication service for 
Sunday school officers was held by the Pleasant 
Valley congregation on Sunday, Feb. 10. A 
prayer seminar was begun on Wednesday eve-
ning, Feb. 13. • The pastor of the Ridgevue 
congregation. Rev. Harry Musser, reports a 
carry-in meal held following the morning wor-
ship service for Valentine's Day. 
Atlantic 
The Crestmen, a group of six men, interested 
in winning souls to Christ, f rom Mt. Crawford, 
Va., presented a program of gospel music to the 
Maytown congregation on Sunday evening, 
Feb. 10. • The youth of the Palmyra congrega-
tion held a Friendship Banquet on Thursday, 
Feb. 21. Each youth was encouraged to bring a 
friend. 
The Skyline View congregation is offering a 
3-D Program which is Diet, Discipline and Dis-
cipleship. The program began on Tuesday 
morning, Feb. 12. Saturday, March 15, was 
designated as Family Day by the Missionary 
Prayer Fellowship. • Four children from the 
Souderton congregation were dedicated on Sun-
day, Feb. 3, either by parents or grandparents. 
Canadian 
The New Life congregation recently expanded 
their Adult Christian Education program to 
include an elective program. The elective classes 
are "Faith in Action" and "A More Excellent 
Way." • The Rockway Memorial School Senior 
to page 14 




Jean and son, Charles. Our love grew. 
The story of 
an adopted child 
as told 
by his mother. 
Jean Climenhaga 
In 1970 our family of three was 
anticipating changes in the home. Why? 
Well it began in November of 1969 
when my husband, Ross, had phoned 
Family Services to have our name 
placed on their list of prospective 
adoptive parents. We wanted a son, 
perferably a baby. 
The enjoyment and love we felt for 
our natural-born daughter, Denise, 
and for nieces, nephews and the chil-
dren of friends and neighbors brought 
us a deepened desire for another child. 
Even though we were aware of the 
responsibility God places upon par-
ents for each child He entrusts to their 
care, we felt prepared to accept that 
responsibility. We were ready to pro-
vide for a child's welfare: financially, 
educationally, socially and spiritually. 
The ground work required by Fam-
ily Services prior to adoption included 
counseling sessions, personal inter-
views, family history, group sessions 
to acquaint us with the laws of adop-
tion, and recommendat ions f rom 
friends, relatives, family physician and 
pastor. These preliminaries were to 
assure Family Services that we would 
make satisfactory parents. 
Denise had hoped and prayed for a 
brother or sister for years. She was 
especially enthused when at the age of 
nine she accompanied her friend's fam-
ily to the hospital to bring home a baby 
Jean and Ross Climenhaga with children 
Denise and Charles attend the Sherkston 
Brethren in Christ Church in Ontario, Canada. 
brother. By the age of twelve, however, 
Denise's attitude had altered. She en-
joyed being an only child. She objected 
vehemently to having another child in 
the home with whom she would have 
to share parents and possessions. She 
even wondered about the family will! 
(We wondered just what values we had 
imparted in our daughter). 
Family Services interviewed each 
member of the family individually to 
explore their feelings concerning adop-
tion. Denise warned us that she would 
inform the social worker that she did 
not want another child in our home. 
She acted true to her word, stating that 
any addition to our family would 
make too many changes and alter our 
lifestyle. 
After consultation Family Services 
thought it advisable for us to adopt a 
school age child. In their opinion the 
age span between children would make 
adjusting more difficult for both Denise 
and ourselves. A baby would curtail 
our family activities unless we planned 
to use sitters. (At that time I was hap-
pily teaching in a nearby school and we 
were accustomed to doing things to-
gether as a family.) 
Ross and I defended our request for 
a baby with the following points: (1) 
What child tells his parents when to 
present him with brothers and sisters? 
(2) We felt that we knew our daughter 
well enough to be certain she would 
adapt to a baby. (3) There were fam-
ily, friends and neighbors who would 
help us in our adjustments by being 
supportive in love and time. (4) I had 
worked when Denise was a pre-schooler. 
I now felt that I wanted to be home to 
spend those pre-school years with a 
child. 
When Family Services presented us 
with our seven month old son, Charles, 
on June 2, 1970 it was a joyful occa-
sion! The summer was one of excite-
ment and adjustment for all four Cli-
menhagas. We were so pleased with 
our progress that we ventured on a 
short family trip. Charles objected to 
his new sleeping accommodations and 
cried continually the first night. Denise 
vowed no more family trips with him: 
she would remain with her grandpar-
ents in the future! 
Over the months our love for Charles 
grew. The amazing part was that our 
feelings were no different for him than 
they were for our natural child. Denise 
tried to conceal her deepening affec-
tion but love glowed through. She was 
the discoverer of the first tooth, loud-
est cheerer for the first steps, and a 
most protective baby-sitter the follow-
ing summer while I attended summer 
school. 
Grandparents, aunts, uncles, neigh-
bors, friends and other adoptive par-
ents helped by displaying their love 
with gifts, acceptance and helpful ad-
vice. My friend, Kay, baby-sat Charles 
in her home while I enjoyed an occa-
sional day of supply teaching. This 
tapering down of teaching responsibil-
ities helped in my adjustment to be-
coming a working mother in the home. 
An adoptive parent does not instan-
taneously become a parent when the 
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child arrives. Adoption, like growing, 
is a process. Different phases of adop-
tion and adjustment must be met at 
different times of growth and maturity. 
Charles was told before he could 
understand that he was adopted, and 
had joined our family by this special 
method. This way we knew there would 
never be a time when he did not know 
that he was adopted. There would be 
no surprises. He was also given the 
reply, for anyone saying to him, "You're 
adopted"; "Yes, I am, my parents 
chose me, yours had no choice." Some 
phases of adoption he will not under-
stand until he is a married adult with a 
family of his own. There will be ques-
tions to be answered as he matures. We 
plan to keep open channels of com-
munication between us. 
When Charles became aware that 
babies were born to mothers he was 
informed that his growth took place in 
another person. He later told one of 
his friends that his mother did not 
"grow him." Timmy raced into our 
kitchen to check out Charles' story. 
When I verified Charles' information, 
he turned to Charles in amazement 
and asked, "Well! Where in the world 
did you come from?" After listening 
with open mouth to the story of adop-
tion, his comment was "Hey! I didn't 
know that, that's kinda neat!" They 
then went on with their play. 
A year later while returning from a 
weekend with an Aunt and Uncle, 
Charles was snuggled between us in 
the front seat and he started to ask 
questions. That other person, what 
was she like? Where is she now? Could 
we see her? Why was I given to you 
people? 
We discussed the different reasons 
children are given for adoption. Per-
haps some people are unable to pro-
vide things a child needs to be healthy 
and happy. Some young mothers decide 
to place the child with another family 
as soon as it is born. The mother can 
then be sure her baby will have a good 
home. Other parents have been killed 
in accidents, so children must have 
new homes. 
In answer to his question about 
what she was like, we assured him she 
must be a nice person because he is so 
nice. We explained the complications 
of entering into someone's life at a time 
when she might have a family of her 
own which may not even know of the 
adopted child. Then we added the 
thought that, maybe, if they saw him, 
they would think he was so nice they 
would want to keep him. He decided to 
have no part of that. When asked for 
reasons he thought adopted parents 
shouldn't know the whereabouts of the 
other people he responded with, "Maybe 
it's a good idea because when children 
were bad adoptive parents might give 
them back." We couldn't conceal our 
amusement of his reasoning, but we 
told him we would never trade him, 
even if he was naughty. 
Questions he asks don't require com-
plicated answers. We have geared our 
explanations to his understanding and 
to that which he needs to grow at a 
particular stage of development. 
We realize we have a challenging 
period of adolescence ahead. With 
God's help it can be hopeful, exciting 
and rewarding. We pray that love will 
carry us through happily and that 
Charles will grow to maturity and 
independence. He will be able to do so 
with the satisfaction of knowing he is 
loved and wanted by a sister who has 
been his swimming and skiing instruc-
tor, his sitter, and everything else a 
loving big sister can be, and by parents 






at General Conference 
Saturday, June 28,3:00 p.m. 
Purpose: 
1. To enhance the con-
ference theme, " Inward 
and Outward Bound in the 
Eighties." 
2. To celebrate our pur-
pose as a brotherhood in 
the decade of the eighties. 
Each congregation is encouraged 
to enter and participate. Ask your 
pastorfordetailed information. Reg-
istrations are due by May 15. 
Inquiries and registrations should 
be directed to Winifred Swalm, 
Duntroon, Ontario, Canada LOM 
1 HO. 
This banner contest is sponsored 
by the General Conference Board 
of Christian Education. 




by Alvin J. Book 
Reading, recording, and remembering are essential to 
many people, but especially should it be so for those in the 
local church. Reading Carlton Wittlinger's book, Quest 
for Piety and Obedience makes one appreciate the mam-
moth task undertaken in preparing such a volume. What if 
the early Brethren would not have recorded any of their 
decisions and thoughts? Perhaps we may say, "If only they 
would have recorded more accurately and specifically their 
decisions and thinking." Most people agree that the pre-
serving of data is important. 
Do the members in the local congregation know that 
there are past and present official records? Where are they? 
Do the church board members know about the church 
deed and where it is filed? Little can be done about the 
remote past, but something should and can be done about 
the recent and immediate past. Good attendance records 
may exist, but what about other records such as: the 
names, dates, and service of early and present leaders, e.g. 
pastors, deacons, church boards, department leaders, etc.? 
Too often, with the passing of church fathers, the "records" 
also go. So then what should be preserved for posterity? 
Every congregation needs an official and regularly up-
dated record book in which are recorded the names of all 
congregational leaders, the official church council min-
utes, a summary compilation of attendances, statistics of 
actual giving broken down into main categories, major 
decisions made which have affected congregational life, 
etc. Properly compiled statistics indicate congregational 
health and well being. They suggest strength or weakness. 
They indicate the necessity for adequate planning and goal 
setting. It may be necessary for some church boards to 
appoint or recommend an ad hoc committee, charged with 
the responsibility for gathering all records and statistics, 
past and present, into one place for safe keeping. This 
should also include the standardizing of norms of report-
ing and recording. 
It is true that the denominational church is living in a 
highly technical, modern, computerized world. We need, 
as a brotherhood, to tool-up for the demands which 
tomorrow's church will require of us. 
CHURCH BOARDS, ASSUME THE INITIATIVE 
AND SEE THAT STATISTICS ARE COMPILED 
AND RECORDS ARE PROPERLY PRESERVED. 
Bishop of the Allegheny Conference 
C H U R C H N E W S 
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Choir presented an evening of music to the 
Rosebank congregation on Sunday evening, 
Jan. 27. 
Dr. Henry Cinder was the guest speaker for a 
Spiritual Growth Seminar held Feb. 3-10 in the 
Wainfleet Church. Special emphases of the week 
were a Sweethearts' Smorgasbord, Senior Citi-
zens' Luncheon, and Youth Night Special. 
Central 
The Carland Zion congregation hosted a 
meeting of the Michigan pastors and wives on 
Friday, Feb. 8. • The Senior Citizens of the 
Christian Union congregation were honored on 
Sunday, March 16 with dinner being served by 
the Christian Home Builders Class. Special 
guests were Rev. and Mrs. Carl Ulery who 
showed slides of their recent world tour. • A 
spaghetti supper and the films, "The Haunted 
Church Bell" and "Senior Year," were ways the 
youth of the Dayton congregation were honored 
during youth week. 
Midwest 
The Rosebank congregation reports that the 
youth of the congregation were in charge of the 
services on Sunday, Feb. 10. In the evening, the 
film, "A Thief in the Night" was shown. Neal 
Todd was the speaker for a Bible Conference on 
Feb. 11-17, and his wife, Karen, was the musi-
cian. • Kay Engle shared about her trip to 
Europe with the Zion congregation on Sunday 
evening, Feb. 17. 
Pacific 
Guest speaker for the Alta Loma congrega-
tion on Sunday evening, Jan. 13, was John 
Graybill, missionary to Japan. 
Births 
Campbell: Zachary William, born Feb. 
3, to Douglas and Barbara Campbel l , 
Fairview congregat ion, Oh. 
Engle: Douglas Scott, born Feb. 1, to 
Ivan and Karen Engle, Lancaster congre-
gat ion, Pa. 
Finley: Rachel Lynn, bo rn Feb. 14, to 
Bob and Linda Finley, Gran tham congre-
gat ion, Pa. 
Lehman: Kelly Adrian, born Feb. 9, to 
Rick and Ca ron Lehman , Massey Place 
congregat ion, Sask. 
Reimer: Angela Margare t , born Jan . 6, 
chosen by Ike and Pat Reimer , Massey 
Place congregat ion, Sask. 
Sauder: Carol Lee, born Feb. 4, to Lloyd 
and Grace Sauder , M a n o r congregat ion, 
Pa. 
Smith: Ryan Russel, bo rn Jan . 27, to 
J o h n and Carol Smith , Massey Place con-
gregation, Sask. 
Sprowl: Jul ie Rene, bo rn Feb. 15, to 
Tim and Caro lyn Sprowl, Fairview con-
gregation, Oh. 
Tuy: David Rober t , bo rn Feb. 11, to 
Mr. and Mrs. Phe Tuy, M a n o r congrega-
tion, Pa . 
Weddings 
Charles-Thorson: Maryly Kay, daugh-
ter of Mrs. Ann T h o r s o n , San ta Mar ia , 
Ca. , and Paul Douglas , son of Mr. and 
Mrs. Paul D. Charles, Al tadena , Ca. , Feb. 
2, in the First United Methodis t Church , 
Lompoc , Ca. , with fa the r of the g room and 
Rev. Greg Thorson , b ro ther of the bride, 
officiating. 
Freed-Hernandez: Sandra , daughter of 
Mr. and Mrs. Obdul io Hernandez , and 
Rona ld , son of Mr . and Mrs. Ronald 
Freed, bo th of Mt. Joy , Pa. , J a n . 26, in the 
Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church 
with Rev. Dale H. Engle officiating. 
Herr-Book: Esther May Book, T h o m p -
sontown, Pa. , and Clarence W. Herr , Man-
heim, Pa . , J a n . 12, in the Cross Roads 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Dale 
Engle officiating. 
Malone-Lenhert: Violet Lenhert , Dal-
las, Tx. , and Kenneth Malone , Lakeland, 
Fl., Nov. 10, in the G r a n t h a m Brethren in 
Christ Church with Bishop Henry Ginder 
officiating. 
Shellenberger-Fultz: Jessie Fultz, Mif-
f l intown, Pa. , and William Shellenberger, 
Mt. Joy , Pa. , J an . 19, in the Cedar Grove 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Eugene 
Heidler officiating. 
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Editorial 
Our heritage emphasizes crisis conversion. This means a 
specific time of conviction of sin, a knowledge of being lost 
and in need of a Saviour. With such knowledge and sense 
of burden, at an opportune moment a definite decision for 
Christ has been accepted as the norm for becoming a 
Christian. Where was not as important as the fact that a 
crisis decision had been made. Frequently such decisions 
were made in church gatherings but with some it was a 
decision made in the home. 
A century ago such crisis decisions were largely on the 
adult level. The twentieth century has seen the age for 
decision-making gradually reduced to the children's age 
level. A common understanding speaks in terms of the age 
of accountability rather than a specific age in years. Gener-
ally accepted is the fact that teaching, whether in the home, 
Sunday school or church, has much to do with accounta-
bility rather than a specific age. We do know that Israel's 
teaching ministry considered the age of twelve as an impor-
tant time in the life of a child. 
Is "crisis" theology still held to be primary? What criteria 
is available for what happens in a crisis conversion? One 
thing is certain, sincere faith in Christ's atoning work 
provides salvation from sin. The difference is in the trans-
formation of character or changing one's habits and way of 
life. Probably here is where today's evangelical attitudes 
and claims come into focus. 
A New England pastor, Gordon MacDonald, Lexing-
ton, Mass., expresses it this way: "Persuasion evangelism 
centers on what one receives; peace of mind, success in 
relationships, freedom from guilt—all this and Heaven 
too. It is harder to emphasize the other side of the gospel 
which prepares people for servanthood and makes dra-
matic revisions in their ethical, moral and relational atti-
tudes. In short, does the gospel equip people to get or give, 
succeed or suffer? This may be a hint as to why the evangel-
ical church grows in members but declines in influence. A 
gospel set on receiving and not on giving may be popular 
but does not change a world." 
A question: what do we as a Brotherhood expect today 
when someone decides for Christ? A radical change like 
Saul on the Damascus road? 
What a crisis! A shaft of light, a man falls to the ground, 
a voice is heard, so audible that Saul's companions heard, 
but saw no man. Three days in blindness, without food or 
drink. Then the Lord sends one of his saints, Ananias, to 
tell Saul what to do—Saul was ready to listen and obey. 
Result: hejoined the very crowd he had planned to destroy. 
With Saul the Damascus road crisis and a commitment to 
service for Jesus Christ follow in an orderly fashion. 
The depths of Saul's crisis is not easily understood. 
Christians were slow in accepting him, while certainly the 
Jews were puzzled by what was happening. Finally, the 
Lord gets through to Ananias and he responds in a minis-
try to Saul. Following this ministry on a man to man basis, 
we are told he was baptized, communed with the disciples 
and "straightway preached Christ in the synagogues that 
he was the Son of God." What Paul learned in Arabia (Gal. 
1:17) over a three-year period, we are not told. But when he 
returned to Damascus he was persecuted by the Jews. 
Upon escaping from the Jews with the help of the Chris-
tians he went to Jerusalem. With the assistance of Barna-
bas, Saul becomes a part of the Jerusalem Church. 
To observe Saul changed to Paul, become a believer, 
transformed into a saint, and a devoted Christian worker, 
is overwhelming. He was a chosen vessel. 
But then, so was Peter. The contrast between these two 
men is a fascinating study of God at work with and through 
men. A proper conclusion: every life has his or her own 
blueprint. 
Peter had three years of being with Christ. He had heard 
and accepted a direct call from Christ to be a disciple. Peter 
had much in common with the most of us, he was a slow 
learner. His stable Christian way of life was pretty slow in 
coming. He was impetuous, given to self-trust. He said he 
would be a devoted follower but failed miserably when a 
crisis came. 
When it looked like the 'Jesus Cause' had failed he went 
back to fishing. What a consolation that Jesus called again 
after the resurrection: "tell my disciples and Peter. . . ." 
Pentecost settled it once and for all. Total surrender and 
the Spirit-filled life are the only answer to an up and down 
Christian way of life. 
Likely most of us have more in common with Peter than 
with Paul. A crisis Christian experience does much to start 
us heavenward. Then, there is so much to learn as obe-
dience with faithfulness are accepted as our way of life and 
service. 
J.N.H. 
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